The contributions of the late Frederick J. Turner to the interpretation of American history, now generally recognized as more influential than those of any other single individual, were made mainly through his teaching and through his numerous essays, which were usually read at meetings of societies and issued in their publications. In 1920 he brought together a number of
these essays in a volume entitled The Frontier in American History, and before his death in 1932 he made plans for reprinting other essays in a companion volume. These plans have now been carried out by Dr. Farrand with the assistance of Professor Avery Craven. The twelve essays in this volume range in date of original publication from 1895 to 1922. Five of them appeared before the author's translation from Wisconsin to Harvard and the remainder after that event.
First place in the volume is given appropriately to a paper on "Problems in American History," which was presented at the St. Louis Exposition in 1904. This is in effect a plea for "the conception of history as the study designed to enable a people to understand itself, by understanding its origins and development in all the main departments of human life." Stress is laid at the outset on the necessity of "garnering the scattered material" for American history and making it available by means of bibliographies and indexes. The special opportunity offered by American history for contributing to an "understanding of the processes of social development" is pointed out, and many fields in need of cultivation are indicated. Despite the large amount of work that has been done in some of these fields since the paper was written, students in search of topics for theses can still profit by its suggestions. The first essay in point of time is the one on "Western State-making in the Revolutionary Era" (1895). This followed naturally after "The Significance of the Frontier," in which stress was laid upon the influence of the frontier on American institutional development, and tells the stories of Van- Four of the essays deal specifically with sectionalism and one with geographic influences. In them is developed the thesis that sectionalism has been from the outset and willcontinue to be a major force in American history.
Its origin is to be sought in differences in physical environment, in the racial and institutional background of the settlers, and in stages of development. 
